
TOWN OF CHESTER 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

March 2, 2016 

 

Members present: Chairman Serotta, Bob Conklin, Ernie Damiani, Barry Sloan, Carl 

D’Antonio, Steve Denes (present @ 8pm) 

Also present: Dave Donovan-Attorney, John Nosek-Engineer, Alexa Burchianti-

Secretary 

Next meeting of the Planning Board is scheduled for April 6, 2016 

Board updates: No minutes to adopt tonight, Alexa had some computer problems. Will 

be finished in a few days. After the meeting will have discussion on Solar Zoning 

Ordinance  

GUANERI SUB-DIVISION – 90 DAY EXTENSION 

They are still waiting for engineer and some financial issues.  

Motion to grant 90 extension made by Bob. Second by Carl. Motion carried 5-0 

WOODRIDGE SUB-DIVISION – WORK SESSION 

Mark Siemers from Pietzrak & Pfau representing Woodridge.  10 Lot sub-division off 

Laroe Road. Last meeting there was no further questions and issues so they came back 

tonight for the Negative Declaration and the Preliminary Resolution. 

Polled Board for questions or comments. No questions or comments made. 

Motion made for Negative Declaration by Ernie. Second by Carl. Motion carried 5-0 

Polled Board for questions or comments. No questions or comments made. 

Motion made for Preliminary Approval by Bob. Second by Ernie. Motion carried 5-0 

SIEMENS SUN-EDISON – PUBLIC HEARING #2 

Amador LaPut from Fellenzer Engineering – there has been a change in the 

configuration of the array, and that’s why the board called for another public hearing.  

(Comparative drawings on the board) Amador is pointing out the original design that 

was shown to the public on the first public hearing which is on the left. The new 

configuration is on right. To avoid cutting the trees they changed the array. They were 

requested by the board to put up flags at each corner of the array so the public and the 

board can see where it will be.  

Chairman Serotta: The board had commented about not cutting into the trees, also so 

did the OCDP. They recommended moving the array or cutting as little as possible. 



TOWN OF CHESTER 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

March 2, 2016 

 

Fellenzer Letter: 
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The Sun-Edison panels made with ARC glass only reflect 4% of light. Its main purpose is 

to absorb as much of the sun as possible.  

A reflectivity study has been done (the full report can be reviewed on the Town of 

Chester website). 

Arent Letter: 
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Al Fusco Letter: 

 



TOWN OF CHESTER 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

March 2, 2016 

 

 



TOWN OF CHESTER 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

March 2, 2016 

 

 



TOWN OF CHESTER 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 

March 2, 2016 

 

Ground from the top of the panel is 7-8 feet depending on the angle that it is set at. The 

front of the racking system (bottom) is 2-3 feet from the ground. 

John Dromdrowski- Discussed STEM project again for the schools. 

Polled board for questions and comments. 

Barry: What is the size of the acreage of the old array set up? Under the array. The 

ground? Wand what was the size for the new array set up? Amador: They over estimated 

on the first array set up. The second is approximately 10 acres. The amount of panels 

hasn’t changed just the configuration. The ground area is slightly larger because of the 

new configuration. Which is approximately 10 acres. 1 Megawatt field is usually 4 acres.  

Carl: Any additional trees to be added? Amador: No additional trees were going to be 

added. There are really 2 sets of tree lines. 

Bob: The equipment pad, is that going to be an open pad? Amador: An open pad, but the 

transformer and inverters will be in their own cabinets on a concrete pad. 

Public Hearing is now open: Let the record reflect legal notice was published in the 

Times Herald Record and all mailings were sent out. 

James Gass 7 Arthur Rd – I have 2 simple comments. I know there is no answer to what 

this will do to surrounding property value. But the most upsetting the last time was is 

when they changed the array and they didn’t notify the board. Chairman Serotta: Well 

they notified us by submitting the plans. That’s why the board got upset that night you 

were here. James: That concerns me, they are a professional company they should know 

the right thing to do with a major change. I question the character of the company. 

When I first came in here I had an open mind. But now I don’t want to see this built. 

Phil Williams 30 Brennan Court- The water runoff from the glass panels, will the 

coating on the glass effect the well water?  

Had a great view from the back yard. House is up hill. He will be able to see the top of 

the array from the back of his house. The top of the array is also uphill. I was under the 

impression this was going to be completely covered so it wouldn’t be seen from another 

home. Would like orange fencing put up around the top of the array so can take pictures 

and show the board.  

Robert Nywening Johnson Road- We have all been reading about the ground water leak 

at Indian Point, we are according to google map 17.9 miles. I would really like to have 

the board take into account and people to consider, we need to turn that thing off 
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someday. And projects like this, this is a 2 megawatt project. It’s 1/1000th of the output 

of Indian Point. We do this 1000 times we can make that beast go away! Think about it! 

Tracy Shu-You mentioned the county letter they sent in, I thought you would discuss it 

before the hearing, they mentioned stormwater runoff. Is this going to cause any 

flooding to the Johnsons or any flooding? I was wondering if that was considered as an 

issue. Chairman Serotta: That was discussed in previous meetings that there will be no 

impervious surface’s they are just putting poles in the ground. Tracy: The panels 

themselves though, the water goes underneath. Chairman Serotta: The rain water is 

going to hit it and run into the grass. Tracy: Oh ok, I miss understood.  

Tracy: regarding the trees, is the map that they are showing does it show where the 

fence is going? Is there a limit of cutting trees? So that when they put the fence in all of a 

sudden all the trees have to come down. Chairman Serotta: yes Tracy: I was at the last 

Town Board meeting and I know they are almost ready to send to planning board the 

new zoning code, and was wondering since this project is happening at the same time, is 

this project compliant with what the town is putting in place. Chairman Serotta: The 

answer to that is Fusco Engineering has submitted a formal document to the Planning 

Board, the Planning Board tonight will be discussing it if you wish to hang around. We 

will be getting into a discussion, we probably won’t finish tonight, it’s the Planning 

Boards job to write a recommendation and comment on and give back to the town. 

Whether or not they listen to us is up to them. To answer the 2nd part of your question 

would be you and I both know how long it takes to get things done and time and public 

hearings. It wouldn’t be fair, they are following the current rules that are in place there 

is no moratorium in place, it wouldn’t be fair to them if we didn’t proceed diligently 

done the line. We will listen to the public comments tonight, this may cause more 

discussions we don’t know yet. Tracy: They are happening at the same time I would just 

assume projects like this, whatever the issues may be that they would be talked about 

now. Chairman Serotta: I can tell you basically everything that is in there has been 

covered by the board and probably even stronger language than they put in there.  

Richard Rolland 6 Brennan Court-I am 2 houses down form the guy that was talking 

before me. I can see that from my front yard. I haven’t looked recently. I didn’t know 

until recently that this was going in. I would definitely see an 8 acre array from where I 

am. I am all for solar but I think we should put them on top of the schools and buildings 

not out in farm land. Are you guys going to change the drainage or no? Chairman 

Serotta: There is no real disturbance here. Mr. Rolland: The poles going into the ground 

are they treated? Mr. Dromdrowski: They are galvanized steel poles. Mr. Rolland: I feel 

this will depreciate out value. 
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Keith Beck 22 Brennan Court-I am between the 2 people that already spoke. I agree with 

them, I can see that hill right now. I don’t need poles. I can already see it. 

AJ Burger 714 Craigville Road-I appreciate the boards decision in all this because the 

board has to listen to all this and walk in everyone’s shoes. A couple of points to be 

brought up are, This is not a permanent project in 20-30 years when technology changes 

the panels wont be there and the ground will continue to be a farm. Which I would much 

rather see than 120 bi-levels. With that point, also Mr. Nywening Indian Point, I’m not 

contrary to nuclear power however again weighing things I would much rather go with 

the solar power, and it would reduce all fossils fuels by going solar. I have solar panels 

on my house. I don’t think it has affected my property one bit.  

Let the record reflect that no one else spoke for or against the application.  

Polled board to close the public hearing or keep it open: All in favor to close. 

Motion made to close Public Hearing by Bob. Second by Ernie. Motion carried 6-0 

As far as the public goes, I encourage everyone to attend our meetings, we post 

documents on line. We will have a discussion and take everyone’s comments in 

consideration. The next meeting will schedule Siemens for April 6th at 7pm. 

FLORENCE MADONIA – SITE PLAN 

Karen Emmerich from Lehman & Getz for Florence Madonia – All comments have been 

satisfied in the past. The Orange County DPW have approved there plans.  

DPW Approval Letter: 
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Fences are down now. The fence in the right of way and will be removed. The entrance 

must be widened slightly and paved. No plantings or landscaping in the county of right 

of way. All future landscaping and planting must be in 5ft. They agreed to eliminate the 

stop sign and the stop bar. No signs in the right of way. They modified the plans 

accordingly and they approved it. 

 

Polled board for comments or questions: 

 

Barry: Can’t we override the county. If she wants to beautify the street let her, why can’t 

she make the highway look better. It’s just a comment 

Ernie: I agree with Barry. 

Carl: I’m glad Barry brought it up. There is no curb appeal in this town. I agree with 

Barry. 

Motion made for Negative Declaration by Barry. Second by Carl. Motion Carried 6-0 

Motion mad for Final Approval by Ernie. Second by Steve. Motion Carried 6-0 

EIGHTEEN-EIGHT GROUP – WORK SESSION 

James Dillin – No Show 

Planning Board discussion about Solar Zoning Law for the Town Board. 

Meeting Adjourned 9:30pm 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Alexa Burchianti 

Planning Board Secretary  

 


